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Group helps immigrants launch startups

By Janis Mara. Business Whiles
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QAKLAND - YAM LIU of Qakland some to the United Rales in
19585 wih a dream of h-l-l:umrnq an enireprsnaur, and on Fndly
sha opans Lireille, a jewelry and o gallery on Pisdmon Avenus

Lirele's gioaming hardwood Noocs and gless Sisplay cases &how
off ganas like infricalely worked sleriing sdver necklaces sbudded
willh amalhysls ciealed by Alamada anist Barbira Brown as
wali as paindings by Califomia adists and jewelry by Liu and her
husband, Stave Rabinson

A Lt couldn’l have achieved hei

ANEW Businass 2dienm of opening her own shop without B
halp of AnewAmarnca Commaunity Corp., 8 Borkeley erganizalion
tral hidps immigrans apen businesses. The oganizaion was
establishad m 1999 by a group of communily leaders
repaesenting immigrants and communilty activisis wiih the aim of
providing job crealion and assed davalopmant fer low-incame
Hn'.l Arma immeganis AnewAmanca has arimeprenaum from

Wi Ui il har Famkars], Blese B obrmon, will opsn Lineils |n
mare than 40 cownine s throughoul nina Bay Anea countles CraMand on Fridy, Thes gallery wil B & joit veniute sl bhinds

(Ewalry and pairtiegg (Anlorde France - Sialf

Lii aame fo lhe Linked States fram hat natve Shandong

provirce in China 1o pursus an MBA al San Francisco Staie

Wnivaraly. \Whan her fathie,  jsde colleclar, cama 1o the U & For haet gradualion, he ancoursged her (o stan a jade
business The nest stap’ salling her pwelry 3l iocal (eies wah hustand Stess

"One of ihe stalf of AnawAmenics cams o me shen | was doing B festival * Liu said “They wars reciullng small-business
WNErE,”

MNow L and Robinson are prepaning for Licelle's grand

opening Rabnson, a Brooklyn nalve whose fother was a
clathing desgnar, Bspiays one of his cragtions al the
slore, @ necklice of mw garnsls with eighl guaier-szed
pliews of deap red slons on o Bkands’ e wire. Brices at
Liredle range from 35% {o 34 000

ANEwAMBICIS program (argels Bay Araa imemigrants who
ward 1o slad of upgrade ihil own Dusinesses and offem
iz momig of three-haur woaksy elassas fallowed by bwo
and a Falf yeans of foliow-up assistance. Fees are on a
sliding scake rom $450 1o §1,000 baaed on the apphcants’
income

AnewAmerica’s program helped Liu and Hotnson opan
iRl Bhop an upscake Pudmont Avenus within o block o
so of Bay Woll restaurant, The Bee's Kneas clolhing
boutique, Make My Day home decor sione and oihers

Wiz wiole ow business plon (hrough AnewAmenca,”™

Hobinsor said “That's @ loal you need 1o got bark funding

lar & ralad stare, and i's a reguremant for graduatian

(trom the progifam]. Alsa, we oned e progmm’'s savnge

mcentive project to doubls aur savings. They're supplying

voluntsars 10 holg wilh 1ha grand openng July 8°

Othar graduales of AnewAma nca’s progiam inchde Sena Leone-born Fanta Nebay of Pinole, who lsunchad Thon Alican
Home Concegts, @ line of grganic African texides, and Ana Vilenova of El Salvasor, who owne Spark of Higtory Phatography
Sarvices in Ban Fradclsen

“Threugh our program, familes grow and expand thair business, puichase (hair first homa, incroasa (halr nel worh, croale
jeba and glva back Lo ihe communily by eooming voluntesrs. philanbhroplals and social activista ™ sad Mimi Mguyen
AP AN C PrOGIaM MAABTe:

Immigrants are & wial par of the Bay Area Approdmatety 28 percent of the local population was foreign.bom in 2000,
according (o the U & Consus Buredu. In that yaor, & B percard of ol loreign-bem people in the U5, owned (hair own
businesses. according to (he census.

AngwAmérica i3 nccapling applicards far a new round of classes stnrting Sept. 17 lor Spaniah speakers and Sepl. 10 far
Englah speaiss

Far informaton. el M Awws anewamencs,org of call (510} B40.TTEE, exd. 212

A recepiion calabrsting Lireis's grand opaning will b hald from & % O pom, Friday at the shop, 980 Pladmort Auss
Oaklpnd, Sofe hows are 10am o7 g m saven days a weak Call (510p S47-34588 for mars infoammaticn



